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Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
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HOPE  LUTHERAN CHURCH

45 Maple Drive, Beaver, PA  15009    724-495-6820
A Congregation of the Beaver and Brighton Township Lutheran Parish

Congregational President: Paul Burlingame  724-843-0792

Organist: Sam Pasco

Mission Statement: To bring Love and Spiritual growth to all who will hear God's word.

Hope email: hopeluth2010@verizon.net

Hope website: hopebrightontwp.com

Cooperative Parish Website:  www.bblutheran.com
WELCOME TO HOPE LUTHEAN: We are delighted that you have chosen to 

worship with us! If you are visiting, please sign the “Guest Book” in the Narthex, the main entrance to the church building, and fill out a Visitors Card. 

Hope Lutheran is a part of a Cooperative Parish with Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Beaver. Our congregations are sharing a vision of ministry and mission. We are looking forward to the exciting possibilities that this mutual vision offers for the future of our cooperative parish. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DAY
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen
ENTRANCE HYMN







Hymn #479 (LBW)


           My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va -y,
2 May thy rich grace 1m - part strength to  my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs a - round me spread,
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray,
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
FIRST READING : Isaiah 55:10-13

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty,  
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song,  
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;  
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM  65:[1-8] 9-13

1You are to be praised, O  God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled.

2To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all |flesh shall come.

3Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions.

4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your  courts to dwell there! They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness  of your temple. 

5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of  our salvation, O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans   far away.

6You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about with might.

7You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.

8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 

9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.

10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the ground and  bless its increase.

11You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths over flow with plenty.

12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy.

13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing. 
Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

This is the word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear.

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!”

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of our Lord.  






Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY

  HYMN # 771 (WOV)
                  Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866—1960

Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957

Text and music © 1923, 1951 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE


After each petition ends with “Lord in your mercy,”

Congregation responds: “Hear our prayer.”
PEACE (We will share the peace while remaining in our seats.)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
 The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN


Hymn #259 (LBW)
Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2; Godfrey Thring, 1823—-1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.




SENDING

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.
Pastoral Care– Pastor Moog is available for emergencies anytime, and is happy to have you call him if you want to talk to him about any issues or if you want to share your prayer concerns with him.  You can reach him by phone at 724-674-1704. Please feel free to call as he is here for you. 
LET US ALL hold each other in our thoughts and prayers as we maintain our “distancing” and pray that our nation, and the world, is soon free of this virus.

Thank You: Thank you for continuing to pray each day for our parish, both of our congregations, and all our members during the time we have not been able to worship together.  We also thank you so much for continuing to send in your offerings to help support our ministry and the building of the ramp.  We welcome you back now whether you have chosen to worship in person or to continue to worship on line.
Crossroads:  As you can imagine, it is even more difficult now for the homeless. We are not collecting items at this time but you could continue your kind support with a check, if you wish, made payable to Crossroads and mailed to PO Box 362, Beaver Falls, PA  15010. 
Faith Restorations:  Our “Noisy Collection” for Faith Restorations will be taken up next Sunday. They can receive checks mailed to Faith Restorations, 186 Wagner Rd., Monaca, Pa. 15061. You can also go on their website:  www.faithrestorations.org and donate through PayPal. As you can imagine, the need is huge right now and your support would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you so much for helping to feed the hungry in our communities.
Vacation Bible School: Vacation Bible School will begin Wednesday, July 8th, at Holy Trinity in the Social Room, and will continue for 6 weeks.  It will not meet on July 29, and will conclude Wednesday, August 19th. We will hold a Wheel-A-Thon during that week on an extra day, and we will announce the beneficiary of that fundraiser shortly. Due to CDC requirements, we are asking for monetary donations for snacks so that staff can prepare safe individual servings to each participant. If you can help, please place your donations in an envelope and give to Judy McClune, Nancy Wertz, or Becky Chrisitan. VBS meets from 9 to 11:30 A.M., and staff will conduct the necessary cleaning.
Re-opening for Face to Face Services: A committee from both congregations met with Pastor to discuss re-opening. We have studied CDC and State guidelines and today Holy Trinity welcomes you back in person.  
We are requiring masks. At first there will be no singing and no communion.  We will do bulletins as normal, and have removed all hymnals and papers from the pews. We will disinfect before and after services, and as you enter, from designated entrances, we will have someone take your name and phone number in case we need to contact you later. We are blocking off pews for social distancing, and ushers will direct you to follow directional arrows. We will have collection plates at each entrance so you can just leave your offerings there. In addition, for the immediate future, we will use the artificial flowers to eliminate some contact.  
At Holy Trinity we will be closing off the main area of the church during the week and ask that you refrain from accessing it as it will be cleaned after services. All of these guidelines will be posted for your convenience.  We know that this isn’t exactly how we would like to worship together, but at least we can be together and share the Word.  Please stay safe and healthy and join us when you can.
Upcoming Commemorations

Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931

Sunday, July 12, 2020

A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite peoples after the First World War, Söderblom also called attention to the revival of early church worship principles, and helped to lay the groundwork for the World Council of Churches.

Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566

Friday, July 17, 2020

A native of Spain, Las Casas first came to the Western hemisphere while serving in the military. Granted a large estate with indigenous slaves, he freed them after he was ordained a priest. He worked in the Caribbean and Central America to improve the lives of the native peoples.

Sunday, July 12, 2020
Life in Every Direction

We can identify death in every direction. We see war, hunger, addiction, poverty, a dying planet, and broken hearts. This is not a new story. The children of Israel surely saw death in every direction, wandering in the desert and at least occasionally wondering about their next meal. Paul looks at his own life and, at first, sees nothing beyond spiritual death. He reminds us that death is not just physical, but also spiritual. Then, in the parable of the sower, three-fourths of the seeds die and three-fourths of the sections of the field are inhospitable to flourishing life. Sometimes, life isn’t even given a chance. We might look at the world and ourselves and only see the places that are absent and inhospitable to God’s love.

Today’s texts all go a step further, however, to articulate or reveal God bringing forth life where there is only death and God’s absence in every direction. First, God renews the covenant with the children of Israel. After their own failures and disobedience, God restores a relationship with the children of Israel and gives them “the best of all the land in Egypt” (Gen. 45:20) and “provisions for the journey” (Gen. 45:21). Paul reflects on God growing new branches where old tree branches had fallen away. The parable of the sower elicits reflection, repentance, and, ultimately, new life from its readers and hearers in considering the sort of spiritual life they practice. Are we hospitable or inhospitable to God’s word? This parable is a vivid reminder of all God has overcome—rocks, scorching sun, thorns, and snatching—to bring life to the world. God brings forth life in places where people see only death.[image: image11.png]
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