
July 19, 2020
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
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HOPE  LUTHERAN CHURCH

45 Maple Drive, Beaver, PA  15009    724-495-6820
A Congregation of the Beaver and Brighton Township Lutheran Parish

Congregational President: Paul Burlingame  724-843-0792

Organist: Sam Pasco

Mission Statement: To bring Love and Spiritual growth to all who will hear God's word.

Hope email: hopeluth2010@verizon.net

Hope website: hopebrightontwp.com

Cooperative Parish Website:  www.bblutheran.com
WELCOME TO HOPE: We are delighted that you have chosen to 

worship with us! If you are visiting, please sign the “Guest Book” in the Narthex, the main entrance to the church building, and fill out a Visitors Card. 

Hope Lutheran is a part of a Cooperative Parish with Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Beaver. Our congregations are sharing a vision of ministry and mission. We are looking forward to the exciting possibilities that this mutual vision offers for the future of our cooperative parish. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DAY
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen
ENTRANCE HYMN







Hymn #524 (LBW)
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Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814—1863
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray,
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING : Isaiah 44: 6-8, ELW
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.
A reading from the 44th Chapter of Isaiah.

6Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM  86: 11-17, ELW

11Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your name.

12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and glorify your name forevermore. 


13For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the pit of death.


14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life; they have not set you before their eyes.


15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 


16Turn to me and have mercy on me;  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.


17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame; because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25, ELW
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.
12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
This is the word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Music; Caribbean traditional; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954
Arr. © 1995 Angsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Music: Caribbean traditional; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954
Art. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission o vaid licerse from copyright administrator.
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Music: Caribbean traditional; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954
Art. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, ELW
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ”
  36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of our Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY

           

 HYMN # 629 (ELW)
ABIDE WITH ME
Abide with Me
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE


After each petition ends with “Lord in your mercy,”
Congregation responds: “Hear our prayer.”
PEACE (We will share the peace while remaining in our seats.)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
 The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN


Hymn #864 (ELW)
PRAISE MY SOUL, THE GOD OF HEAVEN
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Text: Henry E Lyte, 1793-1847; alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880




SENDING

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.
Pastoral Care– Pastor Moog is available for emergencies anytime, and is happy to have you call him if you want to talk to him about any issues or if you want to share your prayer concerns with him.  You can reach him by phone at 724-674-1704. Please feel free to call as he is here for you. 
LET US ALL hold each other in our thoughts and prayers as we maintain our “distancing” and pray that our nation, and the world, is soon free of this virus.
Thank You: Thank you for continuing to pray each day for our parish, both of our congregations, and all our members .  We also thank you so much for continuing to send in your offerings to help support our ministry and the building of the ramp.  We welcome you back now whether you have chosen to worship in person or to continue to worship on line.
Crossroads:  As you can imagine, it is even more difficult now for the homeless. We are not collecting items at this time but you could continue your kind support with a check, if you wish, made payable to Crossroads and mailed to PO Box 362, Beaver Falls, PA  15010. 

Faith Restorations:   You can  mail checks to Faith Restorations, 186 Wagner Rd., Monaca, Pa. 15061. You can also go on their website:  www.faithrestorations.org and donate through PayPal. As you can imagine, the need is huge right now and your support would be greatly appreciated. 
VBS: Holy Trinity social room on Wednesday from 9:15am-11:30am  Due to CDC requirements, we are asking for monetary donations for snacks so that staff can prepare safe individual servings to each participant. If you can help, please place your donations in an envelope and give to Becky Christian. Staff will conduct the necessary cleaning.
July 19, 2020
Impossible Purity
Maybe you have bought or been offered bottled water recently. Did it say “purified” on it? Did you assume that meant the water was totally pure? What if you learned that bottled water, even purified, always has some contaminants in it? Would you still drink it? You probably did.

Jesus’ parable of the weeds among the wheat reminds us of our desire for purity. It is tempting on first reading the parable to immediately ask ourselves, So, who is a weed and who is wheat? We might wonder if the people we don’t like much are weeds. We might also be anxious to know whether we are wheat, children of the kingdom. Sorting it all out now and purifying the field would make things simpler.

Except everything in the parable says we don’t get to sort things out! Surprisingly, Jesus lowers our sense of urgency to sort out good from bad in life. Jesus says it is better to live with ambiguity, better to accept impurity, than to try so hard to clean everything up now. Why? Because we risk great harm to others in trying to obtain a level of purity we can never have in this life.

The desire for purity, especially among religious persons, can be strong. For some, this means getting rid of people who fail to live up to certain moral standards. For others, it means judging people based on who we label them to be. But total purity never exists in nature, nor in humanity as a whole, nor in any single person.

Rather than worrying about whom to get rid of, with Jesus’ help we trust that we are children of the kingdom by God’s grace. We are included. When we know we are included and loved, we don’t need to worry about another’s status. That’s for God to worry about. We are free to love others and ourselves, and to let God sort out the rest.
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